
SOUTH AFRICAN PULP AND PAPER INDUSTRY 
2024 PRODUCTION STATISTICS

Production Tonnes 

1.9 million
Production Tonnes 

1.4 million
Production Tonnes 

265 785
Production Tonnes 

308 728

Mechanical  
Pulp 

61 000

Chemical  
Pulp 

690 000

Semi-chemical  
Pulp 

65 000

Dissolving  
Pulp

1.1 million

PRINTING AND 
WRITING GRADES

NEWSPRINT
GRADES

TISSUE 
GRADES

PACKAGING 
GRADES

CONTRIBUTION TO 
SOUTH AFRICA’S 

BALANCE OF TRADE

Pulp Exports 

R18 billion

Contribution to South 
Africa’s Balance of Trade 

R11 billion

Paper and Board Imports 

- R7 billion
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SECONDARY CORRUGATED  
CASE PACKAGING

Imported 
284 788 

TONNES

Exported 
392 105
TONNES

Non-agricultural 
products 

183 847 TONNES

Agricultural  
products

208 258 TONNES

TONNES RECEIVED BY MILLS 2024 PAPER  
RECYCLING RATES

Newspapers

51 078

Magazines and 
coated papers

24 852
Office papers, 
graphic papers

99 617

Corrugated, solid 
cases, kraft papers

968 842 60%
Paper recycling rate (paper diverted 
from landfill as a % of available paper)

48.4%
% of recycled paper fibre used to make 
packaging paper and tissue in SA

Mixed and other 
papers

22 441
±1.2 MILLION TONNES recovered for 
recycling out of 1.9 MILLION TONNES  

of available, recyclable paper*

TOTAL PRODUCTION, 
EXPORTS, IMPORTS 

AND APPARENT 
CONSUMPTION

Production Tonnes 

2 047 008

Import Tonnes

815 067

Export Tonnes

560 447

Apparent Consumption

2 301 628

Note: In some cases, the figures are rounded off. 
* This excludes unsuitable and unrecoverable paper grades, such as toilet tissue


